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GRAIN HARVEST 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.03 pm]: 
Yesterday’s “Grain Industry Association of Western Australia: Crop Report” confirmed what many farmers have 
been flagging with us for some weeks: we are facing our lowest harvest in seven years. On Thursday, we saw 
canola and wheat crops in Wickepin looking magnificent, but farmers were apprehensive that high temperatures 
and no rain could destroy yields within days. That shows just how quickly crops can go from hero to zero. The 
late break to the season, combined with heavy frost in the south-eastern grain belt and rapidly warming 
temperatures over the past two weeks have pushed the predicted total harvest below 12.5 million tonnes. Most 
forecasts show little rain across the grain belt in coming weeks, which will make a disappointing end to another 
roller-coaster season for the state’s growers. These conditions underline the ongoing risk faced by our state’s 
farmers and the hard work they put in, which makes such an important contribution to WA’s regions. 
The state government, through the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, is working to 
support growers throughout the state during this difficult season. In the south-eastern parts of the grain belt, where frost 
events have occurred, DPIRD research scientists have been liaising with consultants and farming groups to discuss 
identification and management. In the north and eastern wheatbelt, where crops have suffered recent heat stress, DPIRD 
is offering advice to growers on harvesting techniques for short crops and maintaining ground cover to avoid erosion—
both important considerations. We are also urging livestock producers to start developing a feed and water budget now 
to get their animals through what is likely to be a long, dry summer and autumn. DPIRD is working with the Department 
of Water and Environmental Regulation and the Water Corporation to survey the water needs of farmers in priority areas 
in southern parts of the agricultural regions. Meetings with farmers at local field days are underway to discuss summer 
livestock numbers, on-farm dam capacities and the potential need to cart water to meet predicted water demand. 
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